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CHAP,    ship in the other vessels, and that Nunes thereupon re-
^titn_  '   . turned with it to Portugal.

A.D.         Vasco   da   Gama  resumed   his   voyage   on   the   24th

1498. February, 149 8, with two ships only, and arrived ath
Mozambique one day in March. On the way thither
they overhauled a canoe, and took out of it a Moorish
broker from Bombay, Davane by name, but afterwards
surnamed Taibo, from whom Vasco da Gama received
much useful counsel and advice, and who saved him from
the treachery of the Sheikh of Mozambique. None of the
crews landed here, but having put on shore a convict,
Joao Machado by name, the vessels followed the coast
until they reached Quiloa. They were unable to put in
here (where also a trap had been laid for their destruction
by a Moorish pilot they had on board) on account of an
adverse wind which prevented them from making that
port; so, passing, they ran along the coast to Mombassa,
w7here they arrived early in April, and anchored outside
the bar. Here they narrowly escaped being wrecked bj>|
the treachery of the King, who sent pilots on board for
that especial purpose, with a pressing invitation to Vasco
da Gama to bring his ships into port. They, however, got
safely away, after having put a Portuguese convict, named
Pedro Didey, on shore. It is supposed that the inhos-
pitable reception of da Gama at these places was due to
the jealousy of the Arabs, who were unwilling to see
these new rivals entering upon the trade which had
hitherto been exclusively in their hands.

Leaving Mombassa, Vasco da Gama steered his course
along the coast, and shortly after starting one afternoon
he sighted two sambuks, one of which was captured, but.
the other escaped. Proceeding onwards, the vessels
reached Melinde, and anchored off that port at the end
of April, 1498. On the arrival of the Portuguese ships
the King sent out to them a message of welcome, and
after the exchange of courtesies between Vasco da Gama
and the King, the Moor Davane was sent on shore to